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S NIMLUS GARDEN,
THIS BVESING-TUE BLACK CROUK—Orost Purislenne
Ballot Troupe.

WINTE H. AN
TIR AETERNGON — KICHELIED — Fdwis Dooth. TH
EVELINGATALIAK O LA—UN BALLO TR MASCHERA.

WALLACK'S TUEATLR
THIS EVENINO-»OURE"  Mr Loster Weilseh, Mr, Predesio
Robuson. Mo Joha Olibert, Mr. Charins Fiaber. Dise Madniune loe-
whgure. Mre Vetuos
BROADWAY THEATER
THIA EVENIHGFEOFLE'S LAWYLEN -
Mr Jobn K Uwione

LIVE INIMAN.

THEATIE FRANCAIS.
TS EVENING—EIIZABETLL Ristorl
NEW.JORK THEATER :
THIS EVERINO-CENDRILLON—GRAKD FAIRY BALLCT.
j OLYMPIMIC THEATER .
w FYRNINO-THE BUGUEROT CAPTAIN=M:r. Charles

RARNUM'S AMERICAN MUSEUM,

DAY AND EVENIRU-MASOR JOXERS CHEISTMAS FRES
ERT—AWAY WITH MELASCHULY, My C W. Clarke siia
full 3 ﬂ‘é’ MUNDRED THOUSAND CURIOSITIES -
VAN ARBUROWS COLLECTION OF WILD ANIMALS

GERMAN THALIA THEATER

THIS EVENING-DAS FEUSTER EiX ERSTEN ST00K=Mr.

Boguali Ml

NEW YORE CIRCTS
THIS EVENING-NEW YORK CIRCUS TROUTE, Mobsrt
Susknay, Awstrating Purdly end Mile, De Ereeg, Matiooe st 3 o'tlock,
BROOKLYN ATHESLNM,
B FVYENINGO—IHCKENSS CHRISTMAS CAROL. M:,
LY :

r FIFTH M ENUE OFERA HOUSE.

TUIS EVENMNG-BUDWORTH'S MINSTRELS ~TIIR MAN
IN BLACK=TWU POMFEYs—WAKE UP ABRAHAM, ke
STHISWAY HALL.

THIS EVENINO—CECILIAN CHOIR.  Master Richard Coker,

KELLY & LEON'S MINSTRELS
.:'l"‘ EVENISG=FIRST AFPEARSNCE OF LITTLE MAC,

. DODWORTL HALL
. THIS EVENINO-M. HARTZ THE ILLUSIONIST.
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TO CORRESPONDENTS,

No potiee ¢an bo takon of Anorrmous Communiontions What
arer o intended for tnmertion must be authontiosted by the
wame snd sddress of the writor—aol necosaarily for paldion
Gion, but as & guarmoty for lis good faith

AN Btislnoss bebters for this oflice shonll bo adidroassd to T
Trnex” Now-York

We oanoot undertake to return rejected Communieationn.  *

L% On our second page to-day will be found our For-
eign Correspondence, tnchuding letters from Parig, Vi
enna and Maorence, and & letter from Count De Gaspanin
on Unizersal Amuesty ond Impartial Suffrage.  The
third page containg The Money Market and a i

although it was onbiroly froe from (hose fenturss of
chottoldom which gave o Southern Blavery
its peculiar borrors. The question bow far the
Amondmont wbolishing Blavery Las changed the
National policy, s« hitherto deduced from
Blavery under the old Conatitution by pro-Slavery
judges, is ono whioh bas not s yot oogagod the
sttention of our Nationa! Judieiary. The pro-
vision of the Maryland Code undor which, for tho
aame orime, while men and women are sont to tha
Penitentiary and black mon and women are soid inte
Slavery, affords an oxcellont opportunity for an elab.
orate argument and final decision on tho right of the
Btates thus to disoriminate botwoen American oitlzons,
and to establish, gn n republio where all men are
born froo and oqual, aristooratic and elass distinetiona,

cation on our Mexican Policy, besides news and other
maiter on this and the seventh page.

The now Fronch M[nl-si.u;. M. Il_erthmm_r. wis
yosterday presented to the Prosident, and has as
sumed his official duties.

Au aflidavit of & number of manufacturers of Bel-
gion paving-blooks, noar this oity, direotly contradiots
the statemonts of Controller Bronnan in regard to the
contracta for the Croton Aqueduct Board., While
these discussions are unsottiod the publie will not ba
entirely satisfied with Gov. Fonton's decision in the
Controller's faver.

Tho Mexican roports aro more contradiotory than
ever. From one source we recoive information that
Eacobodo his been executed at’ the instance of Ca-
nales; from aunothor, that Minister Campboll has
joined Escobedo, The Government at Washington s
#aid to believe the furmer teport to bo true. In this
case, wo hope onr Moxican Miuister chose A con-
venient time for bis visit, "

Christmas was celebrated in New-York and the ad-
incent cities with the Lest of fooling and good cheer,
and withoot anything to mar the general festivity.
The churches were openod in the morning, tho stroeta
were gay and brillisat, and the geoerous spirit of the
duy penctrated even the dark cells of the Penitentinry
and the Tombs. To many who wero happy in their
comfortable bomes the joy of the festival may havo
becn increased by the knowledge that so much had
beon done to make this Christmas some(fing more
than a name to the poors In all the public institu-
tions the suniversary was observed, and even the
oriminal and the outenst wers not excludad from the
blezsings of the day.

One of the sincersst of the European friends of
American freadom and progress, the Count Agenor de
Gasparin, gives us in a letter to-day an able and in-
telligont view of the problem of reconstruction. He
bolieves that the Constitutions]l Amendment, as it
stands, ean be no final remedy for our troubles, and
that even as an expedient there is no certain reason
to believe that it will bring ebout the reconciliation
of raess and the early enfranchisement of the blacks.
Buch a form ofeofireion may seem ever §o perstasive,
but the South is left st liberty to fortify its white
prejudices within atill narrower lines of caste.  Thero
is but ono solvent, thinks M. de Gasparin, for our
genernl tronble, and that is ** Universal Amuesty aud
Universal Suffrage.” The former must gettle the 4
white part of the question; the Intter mnst satis(y the
blacks; nnd together they should meot the nation's
whole domaund. The local and temporary vimbarrass-
ments of the case onr writer does not argue; but his
viows are in the main very just aud timely.

SLAVERY IN MARYLAND.

Wao bave briefly noticed the startling faot men-
tioned by our Baltimore correspondent that the slave
trade wns boing carrietl on in Muryland by the judi-
cial and executive officers of that State, under the pre-
tanded anthority of tho Maryland Code, and in alloged
socordance with the National Constitution, Advertise-
mentaannoancing the sale, for aterm of yoars, in pur-
suanch of the sentence of a Court and the anthority of
a sheriff, will excite s foeling of something more than
surpriss in the breasts of huudreds of thonsands, who
for more than o yoar have been aceunstomed to thank
God that Blavery in America had been constitution-
ally sbolished. They believed that they had lived to
see the day so long prayed for, when in his westward
course over our veean-girt Republic the sun no longer
050 upon & master nor set upon o slave, But hero Is
& new and hideous vision of auction blocks in front of
Conrt-Houses, for the sale of * glaves and other cat-
“tlo,” with a sherilf as anctioueer, flourishing his
judicial record and pointing to the ** Constitutional
 Amendment Molishing 8!avers” as confirming its
validity, Even those whain the oldon time bad #o
“gonquered their prejudices™ ns to contend that Slavery
waa not & erime, must feel thut its unblushing revival
st this moment and in this furm is, to say the least, a
blunder.

The reapongibility for the existence of this anomaly,
which tends to make us contemptible in the eyes of
the world and despicable in onr own, rests primarily
with the Congress which, in procoeding to amend the
Constitution for the abolition of Slavery, snd intending
that abolition to he total and final, neglaeted to use
words that indicated their iutention, Eamest
suggestions to this effect wers mot Ly, the
reply that it wonld be wore Thistorically
interesting, and would exhibit & wore con.
tinnous  and uniform legislation to sdopt and
incorporate into the Censtitution the identiosl pro-
hibition of Slavery framed by the Fathers of the Re-
publie and embodied in tho ordinance that seoured
freedom to our great North-West,  To the indulgence
of this sentiment, which we thonght then, and which
we still think, partook rather of idie pedantry than of
sonnd statesmanship, is the country indebted for the
foct that American Slavery sud the slave .ade are
carred oo to-day under the shelter of that amend-
ment.  An sbaojute prohibition of SBlavery, withont
exception, would bave passed Congress and
would bave been ratified by the people of
the Rtates as readily aid as certainly as the one which
waa adopt-': and yet.in its place we have the
following artivie,'suthorizing and justifying Slavery in
a clars of cages which, if left to the decision of the
Rebel States, may be enlarged and extended until
Rlavery is made once more their peculiar institation:
“Art, XIIL, see. 1.—Neither slavory nor in-
dyoluntary  servitude, except as g punishment for
**erime whereof the party shall have been duly con-
“picted, ' ghall exist within the United States
“or apy place subject to their jurisdiction.”

Until some new amendment shall aboligh this ex-
ception, seryitude for trime will be permissible ander
the National Constitution; but what we have to do,
sud what we can do, is to see that it is inflicted ns &
punishment only for erime and not for color. This
subject may properly engage tho attention of Congress
under the second section of the Amendment, smpower-
ing them to enforce the article by appropriate logisla-
tion. But the trne remedy for this and other abuses
to which the blacks are gubjected by Btate legislation
inspired by Slavery, is in exposition by the Supreme
Conrt of the United States of the true meaning and
effect of the Constitational Amendment, in giving to
the Republic a National polioy of equal freedom and
equal jostice.

The allownneo by the Amendment of Slavery as s
punishment for crime may seem to militate against
this view, bt it should be remembersd that, by the
first article of the Constitution, apportioning repre-
sentatives and direct taxcs, ** parsons bound to serviee
**for aterm of years” were oxpresaly inoluded smong
* the number of free porsons,” aod that it waa not un-
common for the German and other * redemptioners,”
as thoy wore called, thus to bing themselves to a sort of

Blavery, 4o far as labor and obedignce wero concerned,

The subject was rocently alluded to in an address o
the Union Loaguo Club of New York by its Prosident,
and the opinion was intimated that tho Amendment
had rendered of questionable validity some of our
antignatod State laws, both at tho North and the
South, that imposed disabilitics and penaltios not for
crime but for raee and complexion.

“A class of judicial questions,” said Mr. Jay,
s growing ont of Slavery and ita incidouts, whioch had
“beon finally settied, as was supposod, under the Con-
“gtitution as it was, would sesm to be disturbed if
“* not roppened by the Counstitutional Amoendment, that
* hins substituted Froodom for Slavery s the premise
tof the argument by which their validity was for.
“morly established. It may pos<bly Lo that the
* jdentioal course of induetive reasoning, which, start.
“ing from the view of thoe late Clief-Justice that the
o framers of the Constitution of 1739 rogardad tho
“blacks a8 having no rights whatsoeyoer, served to
« gatalilish npon that basie, by the severost logie, the
“ right of the States to disfranchise, outlaw, dograde,
“* and insult what My, Taney called * the slave roces,'
‘‘ § olass thus unoared for snd unprotected by the Con-

stitution, may lead to a difforent eonclusion, whon
“the judges commonce with the new faet, that the
“ Amorican peoplo in their aoversign capacity have
“gonstituted, ordained, and established that the
“members of tho race thus disfranchised ahall be
“aqually entitled with themeolves to the inalienable
“opights of American oltizens.”

The effeot of such & decision on the suffrge quos-
tion which now agitates the country, was in & subse-
guent part of the address thus deseribod:  * Should
*'the Supreme Court, upon a thorough review of the
“ national policy as affected by the Amendment, reach
‘“the conclasion that the Natienal Constitntion ns
“ amended no longor permits the States to  eatabdish
“inequality, by the outlawry or disfranchiscment
“of nolass, the difficulties heretofora anticipated
“ from an intorforence by Congross with the supposed
“ righta of the States to disfrunchise ot thoir pleasure
* will bo avoided. The decision will afloct North and
“8outh alike, und the question of snflrags on an
“ gqual basis will bo opoued for readjustment in all
 the Blates, with such conditions as regarde rosi-
 donce, intelligonce, and tavation or property, ms
“each State may severnlly preseribe.”

If upon the first sugigestion there should bo nny
difference of opinion on these points, we think thers
should be none in regard to the unconstitutionality of
the law of Maryland, oreating clasa distinctions where
none are to be foundin the Constitution, If Mary-
land has the right to punish American cit'sens for
their rnoe or their complexion, why uot for their re-
Kgous cread, or their political opinions? We trust that
no time will be lost in ssuing writs of habens corpus,
whenover thoro may be occnsion for that old rafegund
of personal liberty, and in submitting the question in
its national length and breadth to the juigment of
our Supreme Tribunal,

GUARANTEEING MEXICO.

From tho oluborate ploa in bebalf of Mexico, which
we print today, it will bo observed that s writgs,
whose viewa aro nt least clearly stated, is disposed
to believo that the duty of thia country to lier sister
Republic requires thut somo sort of mnterial ald shall
be given to Moxien Wi dissont, bat wo give the
writer a heariug. We don't think this country can
afford to repeat, in any form or to suy cxtent, the
blunder of Napoleon. Nor are our fingnces in & cons
dition fo encourage us to enter upon any transactions
involving a financial guarantee of the Repubiie.

The fortunes of Mexico—we mean the Republic and
not the Empire—have never been in reality so hope-
less n4 Lhay have seemed to superficial observers,  In-
stead of being an argoment for A monarchy, based on
conelusions like those of the Rebel exile Harris, that
* the Mexicans are the most worthless population on
earth,” they prove the enduranee of Republican prin-
eiple against tho greatest odds that have ever assailed
a nation of equal numbers, It has never been gen.
erally understood thint the struggle of Mexico throngh
a chronio war has been ever towanl a more perfoct
Republie, instead of rotrograding to an Empire,
The Mexieans have epcountered, among others,
those troubles resultant from powerful and inimical
institutions, which wo wore so fortunste as to get rid
of, ut o cost of some billions, a year ago. Mezico
abolished Blavery, though possibly no slave-owning
conntry, except it be some Bpanish provinee like
Cuba, bad 8o many artificial reasons in the texture of
its society, and the mized nature of its institutions
and politics, to nssimilate fteclt wholly 1o this con-
venieut but terrible ewil, But when Slavery
wos , put  under ground, thore to awnit Maxi
milian's late swmmeons for  its  resurroction,
in the form of peonage, A wmuch  Mmore
potent evil confronted the Mexican reformer. Tt was
& Churel that owned more money and available and
valuable property than the State itsell. OFf all relig-
jous or political wrongs, that is one of the worst which
joing the Church to the Btate,nt expense to the morals,
intelligence, and honesty of both, The clerical lead-
ors of Mexico mado bad confessors and worse gover-
nors; and its priest-ruled politicians snd soldiers %ere
reckless statesmen and corropt generals, A Church
which can, when actuated by less than the highest
Christinnity, excrcise a dangerons dominion over igno-
rant millions, contracted s fearful lawsen with the
Meuxican State. The erime of such a conncotion oost
Mexico, a8 it has cost other States, o prodigal and
awfal expenso of trensnre and bloed,  But, after in-
pumerable revolutions, fiercely tosting the tenncity of
the most vital principle of self-government, the Re-
public rose vitor, and Church-oraft and King-craft
went down, The sccularization of Church property,
accomplished Ly the Liberals nfder Juares, bad
placed Mexjco on an honest busis and overthrown the
mouarchical principle. Her future seemed nevey be-
fare so bright and assured, until Napoleon intervened
to eroct again the monarchy, with about as much
resson and scrople on his part as it wonld take to
restore Blavery at this mowent in the United States.

Nevertheless, the cause of liberty lus survived in
long-suffering Moxico. At the end of a tedions con-
test, the principle with which her war Legan bas vin-
dicated itsolf. After trial of the lgngest and sorest
character, with monarchy in the field, backed by the
mightiest nation of Europe, it is found that Moexico
will neither tolerate the Empire nor surrendor the Re-
public. She has proved her capacity to endure, and
bos fairly earned the sympathios of mankind. It is
pot the Republic that is now to be despaired of, but
the monarchy; not Juarez, but Maximilian; for, once
Jeft to itself, Mexico has morally no other ehoios
than s Republic.

Mr. Eggleston of Ohio had a long interview with
the President the other day, and the substanes of their
conversation is published in The Cincinnati Commer-
wial. It is of littlo importance what Mr, Johnson says
to Ropublican Members of Congress, for bis profes-
siona have often been in direct opposition to his aots.

It s mot forgotten that when Mr. Truwbull laid the

Freedmen's Dureau bill before tho President for his

L o

esmpeotal oriticvan, ho was understeod to approva it, and
retarnod it without suggesting o single alteration. His
voto followsdquiokly. Wolsve lesmed ihst wo cannot
dopend upon bis assurancos, and when in tis sonvor-
gation wo find the President objooting that Congross
bad given no plodge that the Rabel Btates showld be
admitted upon adoption of the Constitutionst Ameand-
ment, and evon amertiog that all be could now ark
would bo that reconstruction upon that basis shonld
bo concoded by Congress, wo cannot bo sure thal he
will no longer use his influenco against it. He ox-
pressod to Mr. Eggloston his hope that tho Houthorn
States would Le admitted upon the retification
of the Amendment, but what has he #aid to
the Soufhorn Lagislatures? Bince the verdiot in
tavor of the Amondmont—a verdict he profeases to
roapoct—was givon Lo the people, soveral Southern
States have rejected the Amendment, aud not the
lonst of their ronsons was that the Prosidont held it
to be unconstitutional. If ho sinverely wishos tho
Amendment ratified, he should cortainly have pub-
lioly snnounced his ohangg of opinion. Wo oannot
find anything in this conversation that indioates a
disposition on Mr, Jobnson's part to submit to the
will of the peoplo, whilo in his recont actsis ample
proof that he disregardsit, In redstablishing Slavery
as & pauishmont for orime in the Dopartment of e
South, he bas done enongh to make mere profossions
worthless, Wo listen to his smooth words with in-
crpdulity, for wo sro compelled to accopt bis actions
a8 the true exprossions of his polioy.

It is almost vain to expect that this goneral.on
of Southorn men can be taught to Tnderstand the
North, the negroos, or themselves. The suddenneds
of the change has bewildored them, and their offort
aooma to bo to reconcile by labor laws and penalties
the traditions of Slavery with the living facta of free-
dom, Their children may loarn the uselesinoss of such
attampts, bt it is evidout that the loading men of the
Boutha look back with fond rogret to the days when
fow thousand gentlemen wers the masters of millions
of laborers, >

Ex-Gov. Vance of North Carolina, in a recent lec-
turs, expressed these feelings with a sad aincority.
e told hia bearers that * tho eountry gentleman who
“owned o large number of alaves aud thousands of
“ goros of land had disappearsd with the Southern
“ Confederney.” They were gone to retirn no more,
and ho mourned over thelr departure, He pitiod the
nogroes; thoy were the bappiest race upon earth
whon thag_were iluves; but now ho feared thay would
take their departure with their musters. Thoy are dis-
appearing as a race vory fast. * The invigorating sound
' of the * ol bauje,' " asid the eloquont Governor, **is
“ no longor heard, and the ‘old double shuffle’ is fast
“ fading away and will soon be gone, lost to the pros-
** pnt and unknown to coming generations,” Horecallod
with touehing effvot the dags when the slaves taught
him to twist & rabbit out of u hollow and build a
bird-trap ou s Sunday. Nor did he fail to lament over
the Bappy coudition of the Southern kitehena, when
he “used to bother the old cook, and sometimes
s roceived a slap, followed with *Git out o' here, de
4 wite fulks waitin for do witteld.'”  But fn grieving
over sugh terrible losses, the Governor did not have
one word to say for what the colored race has found.
There wore pleasant thiugs in Slavery, as there are in
monnrehy, aristocracy, and other goneral evils. It must
be dolightful to be a king, even in theso daysof
revalution, and there are thousauds of hard-working
mon who would like to ba the traditional nobleman,
with a castle, a park, and a few hunidred tenants to
patronize. A kingdom isa goed thing for the King.
Wo nsed to be tald heforo 1561 that the slaveholders
wore kind to their alaves, and that cruelty was an
eacoption, It was useless to mply that mercy could
pever bo a substitute for justice, As thia supposititious
kindness was then made an excuse for denying the
nogroes their freedom, it is now a pretext for refusing
them the rights without which froedom is but s
name, A formor slavpholder writes to us from
Lyuchbarg, Va., that he has * more Kindly and truly
 sympathizing feolings for the unfortunate race than
“any Abolitionist in the North, and would to-day
“ gontribute, aceording to his means, wore lownrd
* their comfort than any man in the present Congress
* of the United States, including Sumner and Wade;
“ but, at the same time, wonld submit to any iuflic-
“ tion that could be imposed rather than be brought
‘19 equality in every semse with the negre,” No
doubt this gentieman Las benevolent feelings for his
dogs, and would do a great deal for his horses, hut
this Kind of sympathy is sot fit for men to offer or se-
cept. Will the old lorda of the land over learn thatit is
not kindness but justico that the negro needs? Give him
his righta and he will find hia frienda, It is precisely
this equality betore the law which the Bouthern aristo-
orat would refuse, that the negro wants, and civiliza-
tion sustains his demand. Thoe blessings of absolute
freedom will make eharitics unnecessary; the negro is
immeasurably better off baving the right to use all
logal means to support himself, than in dependance
upon & generosity which may be withdrawn, These
are truisius in the North, but mysteries to men like
Gov. Vanee, whose oyes, dazzled with the sunburst of
the future, turns fondly to the familiae twilight of the
past.

. MORE STEALINGS,

Yesterday afternoon Loth Boards of the Commou
Council passed a resolution anthorizitg and directing
the Controller to pay all the clerks and attachés of
tho Common Conncil 8250 each, and chargs the ssme
to the balance of any sccount. By the law all this is
illegal. As the sccount of *City Coutingencies. "
from which it has been cnstomary to make these
Christmns gifts, was long ago exhagsted, and as the
sccount of * Donations, * from which the Common
Ceuncil gives presents to blind persons and others,
was swallowod up in the early days of the session,
thore is no account whatever, no mafter how great its
balancs may be, from which these prosents can be
lawlully made.

Lot us #ee tho oxtent of this schems, There are
about fifteen clorks to the Board of Aldermen and
eleven to the Board of Councilmen, Adding to those
twenty-six clorks some ten or twelve reporters, and
about twenty hangers-on aronnd the City Hall, who
will be lugged in under the head of ' attachés," we
shall have a jolly company of abont fifty-eight good-
for-uothings, who, under this iniquitous resolution, will
draw $250 each for alleged oxtra sorviees, They
will roceive altogethor the snog little snm of §14,600,
with which they can make the holidays pass very
pleasantly. 8o confident is the Ring that it will be
able to hurry this wmatter through, that some
of its wembors have wlready bonght up »
fow of these cloims st o discount. We
call upon Mayor Hoffman to veto this doheme by
which the oity would Le despoiled of sbout $15,000.
The resolution did not even roceive tho requisite num-
bor of yotes in the Doard of Congeilmen, and Mr.
Hoffman must know that it isagainst the provisions of
the last Tax Levy to order the money to be paid from
the balauce of any account in the City Troasuty.
Seotion @ says: “The said soveral sums shall bo ap-
+ plied only to the objects and purposes*for which the
“ sama are heraby appropristed.” At any rate,we hope
Controllor Brennan will give hia friends in the Com-
mon Council to understand that he will not signify
his retirement from office by being guilty of the *'ir-
rogularity” of paying out $15,000 of the public fands
against law, If tho measure should pass over
tho Mayor's veto, an injunction from Judge Barnard
Ay saye us the money

At the time of passing this resolution, another was
rushed through to pay an indefipits amount to the
Clerks of the Board of Aldermen sitting as City Can-
vassars. The fund with which to pay eleotion ex-
pouses was transferred to the Polige Departmout.

- . . . :
We understand that theo i3 no money from which
tse proposed exponditares can Logally be made. Most

of tho Clerks of the Board of Aldorwen porform little |

or no work for their large salarica, Thoy are not
entitled Lo & cent extra for thoir attendauc™® Bpon tho
Hoard sitting as & Board of City Caunvasers. Mayor
Hoflinan may veto this messure also,

A NATIONAL GUOD NAME.

Iag0, in the play, had his own private reasons whon

b suid to the Moor: “Good namein man and woman,
" doar my lord, is the immediate jewel of their souls;”
for Tago had boen wounded in s delicate point, for
which we do not think the critios have made eufficient
allowance, It is curions that while a fair reputation
is considered priceless by the majority of mankind,
and is evon more valuable to tho viclous thau the
virtuous nations, which aro only sggregates of indi-
viduals, and whioh talk goite enough, as Ieaven
knows, abont their honor, thoy are nevertheloss prodi-
gal of good character whenover a politionl point
is to be gained; taking it for granted that their own
historians will defend them, sud evincing & sublime
scorn for the opinions of futuro ages. It is & humili-
ating fact that there is not a government ia the world
which has not oceasionally done dishonest things. It
is & fact cheering to the moralist that, in almost every
case, peccant nations have beon forced to pay the pen-
alty of their misdeeds. Sooucr or later, in some mo-
wont of imminent emergency, the bad name which
was acquired with such indifferonca proves a source
ol embarrassment if not of disaster. We were covetous,
for instance, of the Province of Texss, and to scoure
it we went to war, upon the most frivolous pretenses,
with Mexico. 'We knew, whon we annexed it, that
annexation was itself an act of war, and that whal we
wanted was not moro territory simply, but more terri-
tory to liold slaves in, We camo ont of tho fight suc-
coasful, and what did wo care then for the opinion of
the Mexicans? No more than Antonio cared for the
opinion of Bhylock, upon the Rialto. Bat the timo
camo whon the Signor Autonioneeded three thonsand
ducats which Shylock had to lend, as the timo has
now coma when we need, or think weneed, a potontial
influence in the adjustinent of Mexican effairs; and we
find that gome ot least of that nation, however other-
wise contemptibla, bave vory. respectablo memories.
The placards upou the wolls of Vera Cruz tell the
atory. Who took one-third of your torritory in 18431
Who chased you from Texas, calling you groasers!
Who called you & nation of wantons snd thisves?
Who treated you like slaves and pushed you from the
gidownlks, oxeopt Americans?

“YWell, thon, itnow appears you need my help,”
said the old usurer to the borrower. We tuke it for
granted that our avowed national polivy is o good one;
that it is fur onr interest to keop this continent olear
of royal dynnsties; that the French occupation is a
substantial grievance; and if we could have proflered
our nasistance to Moxico with clean hands and o clear
consolence, or if wo hnd simjily kopt that good chor-
acter which gives weight to good advice, it
is  bardly probable thst France wonld bave
verdured upon her interposition, or that the Austrian
would have grasped the Mexican scepter. An old
head like that of Nopoleon was hardly likely to dis-
oard from its coleulations that batred of American®
which the armies of Scott and Taylor left behind
them when they evacuated Mexico, or 80 much of it
as we wore ploased to parmit its inhabitants to retain.
He kuew what excellent haters wore the halfhreeds
of these latitudes, and bow he could play upon long
cherished and wedulopsly nursed resentments. Kis
grme has failed, bat it by no means follows that the
field will b an open oue for our own, Il we bave a
faction in onr favor, we are protty sure Yo
have & faction against us; aod under the
most favoring ciroumetances, wo shall got  fresh proof
of the fact that confidence is o plant of slow growth.
However kindly snd honorable our intentions may
be, for of these we are not speaking, we are, to most
Mexican minds, only the invaders of their soil, the
destroyers of their cities and the partitioners of their
ancient territories. We néad not hold up our hands
with wonder to find that there is, at this mest peon-
veniont and uutimely moment, u bitter feeling in Mex-
ico sgainst the United States, and we may be sure
that Maximilian will make tho most of it; for it may
prove the straw which will eave him from
drowning, a8 it is cortainly the sole string in the
Mexican heart npon which he can pow play. It may
not be very profitable in public matters to dwell upon
what might have been; but the most cursory ob-
sarver must see how much better would be our posi-
tion now, for all those purposes which we most fondly
cherish, if wo had not stolen Texas, snd made wer in
defensa of the great larceny. Texas, in time, we
should have had, as well as California, without the
waste of one drop of blood; sod how much more of
the Moxican Empire would have peacetully followed
by the cheap process of diplomacy! As it is, our
great, glorious aud trivmphant war with Mexico has
not only cost, us the good will of the Mexican
people when we want it, but it was one
of the causes of the Rebellion of the South.
Who snys that honesty is not tHe best policy !

REWARDS IN SCHOOLS,

Since wo offired, the other day, s few remnrks
upon flogging school-boys and school-girle, the sub-
ject has begn discussed by that respectable body,
*The Boston Social Science Association,” andywe sre
glad to find that voteran aud accomplished educator,
Mr, George B, Emerson, plainly declaring that in his
opinion **the aystom of flogging makes the pupils
“ barbarians.” Mr, Willlam P. Atkinson, ancther gen.
tleman of anthority upon such suljects, said: ** Wken

& school eannot be governed without therod it isan |

“indication that the school is not properly organized.”
I we were wrong it is a consolation that we were
wrong in such excellent company.  Buth the gentle.
men sbove-named are practical teachers of large ex-
porience, and have tested the opinions whick they pab-
licly annonnee.

The aystem of rewarding popils for good behavior
and for proficiency was al:o discussed at this meeting,
and Mr, Emerson eaid very plainly that **the distribu-
tion of medals makes the pupils beathens;” by which
we supposo he meant thst it promotes jealousies,
boart-burninge, envy, pride—passions cssentislly un.
Christinn, althongh Mr, Emerson’s designation may
be unjust to enlightened and oonscientions heathens,
In Boston no more medals are to be given in the girls’
schools—for the boys' schools there are, we beligve,
certain endowments for sunnal mwedals, and itmay re-
quire o decree in Chancery to divert the direction of
thess funds into some more profitable conrse, But
the aotion in regard to the girls' echools settles the
principle; and sn eutire refurm may be conildently

anticipated.

Medals and  other rewsrds might be more
properly distributed if there were auy way
of determining  with  jdiclel scoursey  the

precise degree of merit to which each pupil
is entitlod; butso long as, both in” degree and kind,
intellectual capacities differ, and =0 long as the nnte
cedents of pupils must be varions, it will be fonnd jm-
possible eqaitably to dotermino whether the scholar
who baa excelled or the scholar who has falled is en-
titled to the medallie distinction. Ifthe pupils could be
fairly started together, still it would be impossible.
There is no fized winning-post in the school itself—the
real goal is at the end of & lifetime, and the real race
comes off, a8 they say, npon the course, in the fullness
of manhood, And under very different conditions from
those which govern the competitions of the schiool-
bousp, Nine great men out of ten have been agreeq.
bla disappointments to their relatives and friends.
The brillisnt sucoess of dunces has _always
beon a Liographio . Genius is waf ward;
and although we may be sure that it will always
study, we may be equally suro that it will study in

-

the fowery fiolds of learning and of mental improve-
ment! You make study dull, and then imputedall-
ness to the student; you make the temple of

ponaltios for their non-performance; andalthough
ohild intrustod to your eare is the father of the man or
the mother of the woman, you treat it with far less
discrimination than Mr. Rarey bestowed upon his
horses, and with less skill than is exhibited in the
most approved methods of dog-breaking! Yet natur-
ally boys and girls love knowladge as they love now
toys; it is only when knowledge hus been made dis-
tastefal by blundering or pedantic treatises, and ita
nequisition, in some sort, transferred into o penalty,
that they detestit. Does giving a medal or any other
prize help the matter? How can it, when the dona-
tion™s inevitably regarded as & compensation for
doing that which it shonld have been a pleasure to do
simply for its own sake 1 'We are infumonaly incon-
sistont, We take it for granted that a child will
avoid, if possible, secular instruction; h‘tﬁrlh’
the week we drill it and dgs it with unphilosophical
grammar, snd mudded geography, and arhitrary or-
thography, and naked arithmotic, enforcing each soqui-
sition by intermittent flagellation; and on the Sab-
bath we sond the little vietim to a Sunday School to
be nurtured in divine things. We give six doys to
pride and one to humility, ‘We assume during sl the
woak that obedicroe s to be specifically rowarded,
and then preach to «hildren that & good conseionce is
the bost reward of a'l. Poor ereatures! No wonder
that thoy are Lewildered, as they will continue to be
until the art of teaching is botter understood.

WESTERN TREE-PLANTING.

Something should be done to supply timber for tha
future. The domand constantly increases, and it
puzzles caleulation to think bow great it will be 50
yonrs honce, Sisty-six trades depend on wood, aud
could a substitute be fonnd, mechanical industry must
be reorganized bofore it could be used. Of overy de-
soription of raw material modern civilization is an
enormous consumer, Our poople are spreading over
tho face of the whole laod, sud they destroy the tim-
ber wherever they go. It is agreat question how
to preserve and renow onr foreste. Last Winter Con-
gress granted to a company in Kanvas a large body of
Jund to plant with trees. Other companies wish granta
for the same purpose, but it is doubtful whether ail
the dificulties are forescen. The question is mot
whether trees will grow, or even what kinds will, for
in Western regions, 500 miles from chestnut forests,
the chestuut ree, for instance, grows like corp. To
plant largely requires large sums. The ground must
be cuktivated, and for nearly twenty yoars there can ba
no returns. It s true & part may be in nursery, but
nuvseries are nothing new. Then the plantation must
be fenced, and the best fence is the Osage orange;
_but this, too, for a time, must bo fenced for preserva-
tion, To fence 40 acres of prairie, when lumber is
cheapest, will cost §10 an scre. To camy out the
plan on a seale large and voried, seems too great a
task for private means, At present, sufficient capital
for'auch o purposs is very searee, and the work is lefd
entirely to the Genetal Government and to the States.
These two great proprictors own most of the land
whereon it is necessary that we should protect sgainst
the nx and torch of the pioneer a reserve of timber
for the future use of this rapidly growing country. Te
preserve what forests we have is not evough. We
must reach the art by whigh the crowded estates of
" tho old world have, tn 8 considerable moasure, man-
aged to maintain their timber supply. The enactment
of intelligent and practical laws by every State own-
ing large timber lands wonld go far to save them from
exhaustion. -

ABOUT BAD FLOUR.

At the Comn Exchange on Thursday, Dec, 13, 1866,
sales of New-York Superfine Flour were reported o8
$7 65@$9 65, fiftesn cents per barrel more than the
same doseription of flour was sold for the dny before,
which proves that bad flour can rise in price, if it
sinks into flinty “hard tack” when baked for sailors
aud goldiers. The next quotation is $0 75@$ll 30
for ** sound extra State,” which clearly shows that the
former was unsound, and should have been branded
bad. Four or five differsnt kinds of extra are re-
ported, at various prices, from §# 46 to £16, enough
to perplex a Philadelphia Jawyer to find out what
extra weans. It is not intonded by the mixing millers
that buyers of their villsiuong, estras shall discover
their meaping uotil they bave paid for the flour.
When the dealer or retailer sends s barrel of such
flour to & customor, the latter tries to use it, and find-
ing the cheat, sends it back. The shrewd miller dovs
not put bis name on the burrel, and as the sale is
mede through a broker, the purchaser, if he has paid
. the bill, has no recourse to the concealed offender.
The denler has been swindled, and must bear the loss,
,or cheat some one else, Soch is the Com Exchange
of New-York, as ropresented by some of those whe
thore do congregate. ‘The disgraceful fact still stands
out on the report of the market that New-York Super
fine flour is publicly sold for less than balf the price of
Southern flour.

But the Southern millers are already taking lessons
from the New-Yorkars, Receivers of Southern flony
uymsmhﬁﬂmmwhﬂuﬂ
here. The first run of the mill is kept ot home, and
branded Family. he inferior ia branded Extra nnd
sent to Now-York. There is often a difforence of from
$1 to $2 a barrel in the value of the best Southern
extras that come to this market, and thus are we paid
{n our own coip. The grinding of unsound-wheat ia
defonded by some persons on the ground that most of
it goes abroad, aud the people of England are accus-

Greeks, Turks, Poies, aud Russians. It may be soj it
may be trao, that onr **rognes in grain" Are no wore
than European ** rogues in grain,” but it seems to be
a novel application of the adage “to him that hath
shall be given.” Tt would be moro creditable to us to




